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Making This Slide Deck Work for You
This slide deck is already designed with accessibility in mind. However, you can 
personalize it to better fit your needs using the options below

Prefer Text-to-Speech? Download this deck and use a reader that works for you!

● Download as PowerPoint (.PPTX): Use Read Aloud or Immersive Reader in 
Microsoft PPT

● Download as PDF: Use Adobe Reader Read Out Loud or screen reader software

● Download Instructions for the Deck
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https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/use-immersive-reader-in-powerpoint-1d205463-4145-4952-958e-0e823af3bb7b
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/use-immersive-reader-in-powerpoint-1d205463-4145-4952-958e-0e823af3bb7b
https://www.adobe.com/acrobat/hub/how-to-read-pdf-aloud.html
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/49114?hl=en
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Making This Slide Deck Work for You (Cont’d.)

Browser-Based Tools: These tools work directly in Chrome or Edge.

● Natural Reader (Chrome Extension)

● Read Aloud: A Text-to-Speech Voice Reader

● Speech Central

● Microsoft Edge Read Aloud
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https://www.naturalreaders.com/online/
https://chromewebstore.google.com/detail/read-aloud-a-text-to-spee/hdhinadidafjejdhmfkjgnolgimiaplp
https://speechcentral.net/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-edge/use-read-aloud-to-listen-to-webpages-in-microsoft-edge-78d7d9a2-056a-4a6f-b9b8-3d89b89f1c1b


Accessibility and Disability Services

Making This Slide Deck Work for You (Cont’d.)

Visual Support Tools:

● Helperbird – font adjustments, spacing, dyslexia mode, color contrast

● Dark Reader – dark mode

● OpenDyslexic Font for Chrome – dyslexia-friendly font

● Use browser zoom, high contrast mode, or full-screen view as needed (Google Chrome Accessibility 
Tips, Microsoft Edge Accessibility Tips, Safari Accessibility Tips (macOS/iOS) )

● If you're looking for more options, feel free to explore our Assistive Technology (AT) list on our 
website. It includes a wide range of tools for organization, speech-to-text, managing distractions, 
and more.View the full list here.
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https://www.helperbird.com/
https://chromewebstore.google.com/detail/dark-reader/eimadpbcbfnmbkopoojfekhnkhdbieeh
https://chromewebstore.google.com/detail/opendyslexic-for-chrome/cdnapgfjopgaggbmfgbiinmmbdcglnam
https://support.google.com/accessibility/?hl=en#topic=9072324
https://support.google.com/accessibility/?hl=en#topic=9072324
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-edge/accessibility-features-in-microsoft-edge-4c696192-338e-9465-b2cd-bd9b698ad19a
https://support.apple.com/guide/safari/websites-ibrwe2159f50/mac
https://sds.umbc.edu/assistive-technology/
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Overview
Each semester you are enrolled, you must submit a “Semester Request” in 
our Accommodate data management system to utilize your approved 
accommodations. Your “Letters of Accommodations” will be emailed to you 
and the instructors for the courses you select in your semester request.
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Step 1

1. Log in to Accommodate at https://umbc-accommodate.symplicity.com or by clicking the 
Accommodate Student Login button at the bottom left of the SDS home page.

2. Choose “Accommodations” on the left-side menu. 

https://umbc-accommodate.symplicity.com/
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Step 2
Choose “Semester Request,” then look for the black button mid-page that says “Add New.”
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Step 3

This will direct you to a new screen where you 
will select the current or upcoming semester 
from the drop-down menu. This screen also 
provides a list of your SDS-approved 
accommodations in blue. Once you have chosen 
the semester, the classes you are enrolled in for 
the selected semester will appear. Suppose you 
have already submitted a Semester Request for 
your desired semester. In that case, you will see a 
message above your class list that says, “You do 
not have any accommodations that are eligible 
to renew.” Otherwise, go to the next step.
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Step 4

You will see two buttons: “Submit for All 
Accommodations” and “Review 
Semester Request Before Submitting.” 
We prefer that you review your request 
before submitting it; however, if you are 
confident that there are no changes to 
be made to your Semester Request, click 
“Submit for All Accommodations.” Your 
semester request is now complete.
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Step 5

If you want to review your 
accommodations, click “Review 
Semester Request Before 
Submitting” to remove any 
accommodations or deselect classes 
for specific accommodations. You will 
only see accommodations and 
courses for the selected semester for 
which you have not already 
submitted a request. Once you have 
reviewed your selections, click 
“Submit”. 

Note: The “Submit” button is located at both the top and bottom of the page; you can use either one.


